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ROOSEVELT HIGH SCHOOL- EARLY COLLEGE STUDIES

SYLLABUS FOR HIS 122 - U.S. HISTORY & GOVERNMENT 
American Industrialism to Modern American Politics (1865-Present)
This course is designed to engage students in the understanding of United States history and government through differentiated instruction to develop critical thinking, literacy, and communications skills; while exploring the role of a citizen in a constitutional federal republic.
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This course is intended to familiarize students with the major themes in United States history from the end of the Civil War to the present. Among the topics to be covered are the causes and results of the American Industrial Age, Progressive Era, World War I and II, The Cold War, and events that have shaped our present after the World War II.
THE LEARNING OBJECTIVES OF THIS COURSE ARE TO:
A) Engage Learners – Students will demonstrate self-directed learning skills such as time management, differentiated instruction, and personal responsibility through the completion of course requirements.
B) Critical Thinking – Students will effectively analyze and articulate sound opinions on a variety of complex concept with the intent of eliminating ideological biases allowing students to formulate their own thought when being exposed to differing sources and opinions.
C) Effective Communicators – Students will express concepts and ideas in a variety of forms such as mapping, art projects, writing assignments, etc. 

D) Student Exposure – Students will be exposed to differing viewpoints by surveying major political, social, and economic trends noting key individuals, institutions, and cultural transformations that have shaped US history. Analysis will include connections, foreign and domestic, not isolated study;

D) Citizenship – Students will gain a greater appreciation for our founding motto “E Pluribus Unum” and struggle for the rights we possess today. These rights were forged in revolution, fought for in wars, and sacrificed in blood, sweat, and tears of our ancestors. May we explore the past to appreciate the present to make a better future.

ACTIVITIES:

A) Written assignments-the instructor will provide the background material for each major topic covered by the textbook. Students will then be assigned appropriate reading material and written assignments (at least some of which should be written in class) based on the reading and the classroom lecture and discussion. Many non-classroom assignments will be typed, some hand-written;
B) Critical Thinking - at least one major assignment during the course will be dedicated to the critical thinking competency. The assignment will require critical analysis of a primary source of an intellectual creation. Students will be provided written instructions regarding the assignment as well as a rubric for grading the assignment. Practice exercises leading to the Critical Thinking assignment are recommended;

C) Class discussion - students are expected to enter into class discussion regarding the assigned material. Student preparation is essential for the adequate fulfillment of this course component;
D) Research Paper - students will be assigned a research paper involving library research as part of their preparation. Paper will be typed;
E) Examinations - will include multiple choice, free response, and essay questions;
F) History Labs – Students will conduct various labs on differing subjects where they will get “hands-on” materials with the intent to be a part of that history.
GRADING:

Students will be graded on their performance in class and in all prepared material for their competence in content knowledge as well as in demonstrated writing ability, critical thinking, use of library materials, and oral performance. Each student will maintain a portfolio folder in which grades and selective materials and assignments are placed. Grades are determined according to a mathematical formula: Examinations 20%, Written Essays 20%, Notebook Review 20%, Class Projects 20%, Class Participation 20%.
· Rubrics will be used to determine the grading of all essays, projects, and notebook review, and class participation
COURSE MATERIALS
The basic textbook for this class is The Americans published by McDougal-Littell. Other works used throughout the course are listed below. Cartoons, graphs, excerpts, and more from these works are used for DBQ creation, modeling, and practice. 

· American History in 100 Nutshells by Tad Tejula.
· Foundation in American History: Reconstruction to Present, Volume II by Globe Book Company, Inc.

· Federalist Papers by Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and John Jay

· Thematic Unit Power Points, one per historical unit.
Curriculum Calendar
Administrative Tasks:

Students’ will be making a transition from the 1st to the 2nd semester. This should be smooth because the routines and style are similar; the difference will be the content, which will be predicated upon the previous semester. Prerequisite History 121. 
Unit 1: American Industrialism (1865-1920)
Industrialism is the first academic unit students will learn understanding the causes and effects of the 8 factors of industrialism and it’s transformation of the American economy and society.
· Power Point – Industrialism.
· Lab – Mechanization & Machines.
· Chapter outline of the textbook, The Americans.

· Selected readings from American History in 100 Nutshells.
· Examination of 35 multiple-choice questions and thematic essay.
Unit 2: Progressive Era (1883-1924)
The Progressive Era is the second academic unit. It consists of the impact the Industrial Revolution had on the United States and the social, economic, and political reforms that followed.

· Power Point – Progressive Era.
· Lab – Child Labor Exploitation.
· Chapter outline of the textbook, The Americans.

· Selected readings from American History in 100 Nutshells.
· Examination of 35 multiple-choice questions and map.
Unit 3: World War I to World War II (1917-1945)
WWI to WWII is the third academic unit and explores the rise of an American superpower from Imperialism to the Atomic Age. Emphasis will be placed on causes and effects of the wars and their impact on the homeland.
· Power Point – WWI-WWII.
· Chapter outline of the textbook, The Americans.

· Selected readings from American History in 100 Nutshells.
· Lab – Logistic of War and the MRE (Meals Ready to Eat).
· Supreme Court Analysis of Schenck vs. United States (1919), Kormatsu vs. United States (1944).
· Examination of 35 multiple-choice questions and DBQ essay.
Unit 4: The Cold War (1945-1991)
The Cold War is the fourth academic unit and begins with the end of WWII and follows the foreign and domestic events of the Cold War ending with the collapse of the Soviet Union.

· Power Point – The Cold War.
· Chapter outline of the textbook, The Americans.

· Selected readings from American History in 100 Nutshells.
· Cold War Map (Label and Color).
· Lab – McCarthyism and Propaganda.
· Examination of 35 multiple-choice questions and DBQ Essay.
Unit 5: Modern American Politics (1920-Present)
The Civil War is the fifth academic unit. It begins with the Roaring 20’s and the causes of the Great Depression, followed by the decade events of the post-war and the social, economic, and political effects on the nation with an emphasis on liberalism vs. conservatism.
· Power Point – Modern American Politics.
· Chapter outline of the textbook, The Americans.

· Selected readings from American History in 100 Nutshells.
· Identify primary source documents: FDR’s inauguration speech, King’s I Have A Dream Speech, Johnson’s Great Society speech, Reagan’s inaugural speech, Obama’s inaugural speech, and Trump’s inaugural speech with a comparing/contrasting of ideologies.
· 2016 Electoral College Map (Label and Color).
· Lab – Individual political ideology.
· Examination of 35 multiple-choice questions.
Final Examination
After completing unit five, students will take a final examination for 2nd semester, testing students from American Industrialism to Modern American Politics (1865-Present). Test is an 1 hour and half in duration.
· 40 multiple-choice questions
· 1 Thematic Essay on Reform Movements, Supreme Court Cases or Foreign Policy
Instructor’s note: Plagiarism is taking someone else’s work or ideas and passing them off as one’s own. All work needs to be original. When writing, please paraphrase and/or use quotes and cite sources at all times. Failure to follow this policy will lead to academic consequences.


